
Introduction 
Before You Get Started 

(Most of this study is adapted from Jeff Lewis’ study, “God’s Heart for the Nations”)  

There are a few things that you need to know in order to get the most benefit from your quiet 
time this week.  I have purposefully added little commentary to each lesson.  This is not because 
I couldn’t think of anything to say.  My personal tendency is to say too much, but you have a 
Teacher who will guide you in all the truth.  I have tried to follow my personal convictions 
while developing the basic format of this study. 
  
1.  The Holy Spirit  wil l  teach and lead you in the truth.  
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you.”    John 14:26 
 
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.”           
John 16:13 
 
“…these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart 
this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those 
who are spiritual.”       1 Corinthians 2:10-13 

It is essential that you walk in the fullness of the Spirit.  Every time you come into 
contact with God’s word, through study, reading, hearing, memorizing, and meditation, ask the 
Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding.  As you interact with the word of God, you 
need to be faithfully interacting with the Spirit of God. 
 
2.  The word of  God is  l iving,  powerful ,  and transforming.  
“Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”           
Jeremiah 23:29 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”                                       
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”          
Hebrews 4:12 

 

Too often I approach my time in God’s word as a duty that I mindlessly plod through.  I walk 
through the corridors of the Bible like a self-absorbed teenager walking through a mall.  I need 



to be reminded of the words of Proverbs 2:1-5, “My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 
yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it 
as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.”   

 Don’t rush through this study or any other time you interact with his word.  Come and 
drink deeply from the revelation of his mind and pull up your chair to feed from the lavish 
banquet table of his word.  “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.” (Jeremiah 15:16). 
 
3 .  Memorization and meditation wil l  advance you beyond interpreting the 

Bible through your biases  and fi lter  of  need.  

In the introduction of the book, Abide in Christ, Andrew Murray states, “It is only by 
continuously fixing the mind for a time on one of the lessons of faith, that the believer is 
gradually helped to take and thoroughly assimilate them.”  During your journey through this 
study you will have the opportunity to fix your attention on specific aspects of scriptural truth.  
Faithful memorization and meditation on God’s word will play a key role in the discovery 
process.   

In each lesson I have selected a passage for you to memorize that captures a key element 
in the study.  In the context of meditation, this could be the single most important exercise in 
the learning process.  As you memorize and then meditate on a verse, the Holy Spirit will begin 
to turn his floodlight of illumination and understanding on the meaning of the verses.  My 
prayer is: “that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened” (Ephesians 1:18a). 

Rollin DeLap, in his pamphlet, “Memorize to Evangelize”, recommends that, “as you 
memorize a verse, repeat the reference at the beginning and end (before and after).  Make the 
reference, then the first phrase of the verse, and then say the reference again.  As you add a new 
phrase to the verse, start with the reference and then end with the reference until you have 
completed the verse or verses.  Each time you review the verse, repeat the reference before and 
after.  If you’re faithful to place it in your heart with this discipline, you will find that the 
reference will trigger the verse in your memory.” 

Meditation may seem mystical, but it is an essential element to gain understanding 
beyond the surface meaning and application of a passage.  When Joshua took over the 
responsibility of leading Israel into the “promised land,” the Lord advised him that, “Do not let 
this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it…” (Joshua 1:8a).  The psalmist proclaims, “But his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night” (Psalm 1:2).  “Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on 
it all day long. I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes” (Psalm 119:97, 99). 

“The words of scripture are living words.  They are inexhaustible!  There is eternal 
wisdom within the shell of human words.  God wants us to ‘break open’ these human words 
and disclose the rich wealth of personal application and understanding that are in them.  This is 
done through meditation and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit who indwells us.”  
(Men’s Manual, Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts, INC) 

 



One of the ways to understand what meditation means is to look at the definitions of the 
Hebrew and Greek words that are translated by our English word meditate or meditation. 

A. Psalm 1:2 “…and on his law he meditates…” 
Hagah – to murmur (in pleasure or anger), to ponder, scripture to yourself. 
 

B. Psalm 19:14 “…the meditation of my heart…” 
Higgayown – a murmuring sound or musical notation, musical repetition of scripture 
 

C. Psalm 119:48 “…and I meditate on your decrees.” 
Siyach – to muse, to converse, talking to the Father about his word. 
 

D. Psalm 119:97  “…I meditate on it all day long.” 
Siychah – reflection, a prayer, devotion, the prayerful reflection upon scripture. 
 

E. 1 Timothy 4:15  “Meditate upon these things…” (KJV) 
Meletao – to take care of, i.e. to revolve in the mind, to carefully revolve in the mind, the 
scriptures. 

You will not discover all that God wants to teach you if you ignore this discipline.  
Learn to integrate the discipline of meditating in your daily walk with Christ.  Even as you are 
falling asleep meditate on his word.  “…I think of you through the watches of the night” (Psalm 63:6). 

 
4.  The role of  the fel lowship/church 

The Christian life is not a solo act.  It is important that you share what you are learning in the 
context of the church.  There have been times that I have come up with some pretty “squirrelly” 
interpretations.  The “body of Christ” should be a place were you share your insights and 
receive the loving examination of its members. “Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing” (Thessalonians 5:11).  The Greek word for encourage 
carries with it the idea of exhortation, comfort and instruction.  The words “build up” are used 
metaphorically to promote growth in Christian wisdom and piety.  Even though you will be 
doing this study by yourself you need to share it corporately.   
  
5 .  Format – the f ive basic  elements to the study 

A. Bible Passages - Read the verses listed.  Take your time and read through the verses a 
few times.  Read it in the context of a conversation with God.  When appropriate, 
personalize the verse.  Take the time to write out your response in the space provided. 
 

When reading the Psalms, have you noticed the word Selah?  Selah is a 
technical musical term meaning accentuation and pause.  As you read, take the 
psalmist’s advice and pause to reflect and meditate on what God is communicating 
through his word.  Watch for the word through the study; it will be used to remind you 
to pause. 
 

 
 
The term Selah will also be used to indicate the natural pauses in each lesson.  



You can complete each study in one sitting or throughout the course of the day.  I 
recommend that you not hurry and use the natural pauses to remind yourself of the 
need to stay spiritually and mentally engaged with the word.  

  

B. Memory Verses  – I have selected a passage each day that communicates the very 
essence of that week’s study.  Don’t blow if off or just memorize it to fulfill your duty.  
Treasure God’s word in your heart and prepare yourself to be blown away by the 
illuminated insights that only the Holy Spirit can reveal. 
 

C. Comments & Questions – These will guide you in the discovery process.  The 
questions will be used to provoke response or create more questions.  I have no illusions 
that this study will satisfy all your questions.  My prayer is that it will create more 
questions and motivate you to develop an investigative lifestyle in relation to God’s 
word.   

 
D. Quotes – I have selected quotes from the “great cloud of witnesses” that have gone 

before us.  Brothers and sisters in the faith who have lived for the glory of God and 
responded to his global call speak from the nucleus of their journey of obedience.  The 
words they spoke reflected their passion for God and his purpose that forged the world 
for God’s glory.  Interacting with their words is your brief opportunity to walk with 
them.   

 
E. Prayer – After each lesson spend time in prayer.  Thank God for revealing new truth 

to you.  Pray that he will continue to reveal new truth to you as you meditate on his 
words throughout the day.  Pray that he will move in the lives of the people that we will 
come in contact with today.  Pray that he will move in the lives of the billions of people 
that do not know of His glory yet.   

SELAH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson One 
For the Glory of God 

 

Memorize Isaiah 48:9-11 
I have but one passion – It is he, it is he alone.  The world is the field, and the field is the world; and 
henceforth that country shall be my home where I can be most used in winning souls for Christ. 
                Nicholusa Ludwig Zinzendorf 

Getting Started 
Why did God create the heavens and the earth?  Why did God create men and women?  What 
is the chief aim of God?  Not his only passion or motivation, but his ultimate passion for which 
all other passions are subordinate.  When every other reason is eliminated but one, what 
remains?  This would be his ultimate design of creation. 

For the first 14 years of my walk with Jesus Christ, I lived under the illusion that Christianity 
was about me. I thought that I (man) was the center of God’s world; that my needs were the 
basis for his actions.  I believed that the ultimate purpose of God was to grant me salvation and 
enjoy me forever.  This perspective naturally led me to believe that the ultimate objective of 
missions was man.   

As you study this lesson, I challenge you to not bring your template of understanding to the 
Bible, but look afresh with knowledge that the Holy Spirit will grant you.  As you read the 
following verses reflect on these questions: What does the Bible say is the ultimate goal of God?  
What is the ultimate purpose of his activity in the world? 

Of all the events of the Bible, God’s deliverance of Israel from their Egyptian capturers would 
seem to be rooted in God’s responding to the desperate need of his people. “And now the cry of 
the Israelites has reached me…” (Exodus 3:9a).  What does the rest of the record say? 

 
1.  Read:  Ezekiel  20:5-14 

a. What was God’s offer to Israel? 
 
 
 

b. What was their response to his offer? 
 

 
 
Can you imagine choosing idols over God?  WE DO!  Holy Spirit open my eyes and 
reveal to me how I have chosen slavery over freedom and idols over the one true God. 
 

2.  Read:  2 Samuel  7:22-23 

 Why did God deliver Israel from captivity? 
 



 
 
 
 
3 .   Read:  Psalm 106:7-12;  Isaiah 63:12-14 

a. As the Egyptian chariots were attacking the Israelites trapped by the Red Sea, what 
was the people’s reaction? 
 
 
 

b. Why did God rescue them? 

 

 

  
4 .  Read the following and record what God does for the “sake of  his  
name”:  

a. Isaiah 43:25; 1 John 2:12 
 
 
 

b. Psalm 143:11 
 
 
 

c. Psalm 31:3 
 
 
 

d. Daniel 9:17-19 
 
 
 

e. Philippians 1:29 

 
“I am the Lord; that is my name; I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”         
Isaiah 42:8 
God is jealous for his name and for his glory.  We were created to be the image bearers 
of God, to reflect and manifest his glory in the world (Genesis 1:26-28; Isaiah 43:7).  I 
used to treat phrases like, “for the glory of God” as religious tack-on phrases.  Phrases 
like this are not to give emphasis to the main point – they are the main point.   
 



SELAH 
  
5.   For the Glory of  God 

Record how Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension relate to the glory of God. 

a. John 13:31-32; 17:4 
 
 
 

b. John 12:27-28 
 
 
 

c. Romans 6:4 
 
 
 

d. Philippians 2:9-11 

 

  
6.  I  have already stated that we l ive to glorify God.   Notice some of  the 

different ways that followers of  Jesus Christ  are cal led to glorify God. 

a. 1 Corinthians 6:20, 10:31 
 
 
 

b. 1 Peter 4:11 
 
 
 

c. 1 Peter 4:16 
 
 
 

d. John 21:18-19 
 
 
 

e. Psalm 72:19, 86:9; Habakkuk 2:14 (Notice the prophetic declarations revealing God’s 
global objective) 

 

f. Matthew 5:13-16 



GLORY.  Throughout the ages books have been written to declare its meaning.  It seems so 
transcendent to me that I cower from trying to understand it.  Consider the following: It is the 
splendor, majesty, honor and reputation of God.  Glory (noun) is used to describe the power of 
God.  The Hebrew word most often translated glory in the Old Testament is “kabad”, to be 
heavy, weighty, honored.  It is the weightiness of the presence of the holy and majestic God.  
God’s glory is the self-manifestation of God’s character, attributes and actions as he invades 
human reality.  On another level the term speaks of our delight, boasting and praise of God.  
We glorify (verb) God as God manifests himself in us, through our words and actions.  We 
glorify God as we recognize him in our obedience, confession, praise, delight and service in this 
world. 

God’s passion for his name and his glory is the supreme reason for his actions in the 
world.  This does not lessen the fact that he loves us, in fact it strengthens the concept of his 
love for us.  This Bible study is built on this foundational truth.  God’s passion for his name 
should be our central motivation for world evangelization.  God is not receiving the worship 
that is due his name; therefore, the mission of the Church is to call out worshippers from 
among the nations.  Every church and every follower of Jesus Christ is called to participate in 
this global activity. 

So what does all this have to do with God’s heart for the nations or missions?  Listen to 
John Piper as he unpacks Romans 15:8 and 9.  “The glory God seeks to magnify is supremely 
the glory of his mercy.  The key text is Romans 15:8-9: ‘I tell you that Christ became a servant 
to the circumcised [Jewish people] to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the nations might glorify God for his mercy.’  
Notice the three interlocking truths in these great missionary verses.  1. Zeal for the glory of 
God motivates world missions.  2. A servant spirit and a heart for mercy motivates world 
missions. 3. The third is that the first and the second truth are one truth.  Zeal for God’s glory 
and a servant heart of mercy for the nations are one. …A heart for the glory of God and a heart 
of mercy for the nations make a Christ-like missionary” (Let the Nations be Glad, John Piper). 

 
7.  Meditation 

a. Stop and reflect on what God is teaching you. 

SELAH 
b. Spend time in prayer for the lost. 
“The presence of God became unutterably real and blessed, and I remember…stretching myself on 
the ground and lying there before him with unspeakable awe and unspeakable joy.  For what service 
I was accepted I knew not, but a deep consciousness that I was not my own took possession of me 
which has never since been effaced.”          J. Hudson Taylor 



Lesson Two 
God’s Blessing and Purpose 

 
Memorize: Genesis 12:1-3 

“While the vast continents are shrouded in darkness…the burden of proof lies upon you to show the 
circumstances in which God has placed you were meant by God to keep you out of the foreign 
mission field.”    Ion Keith-Faloner 

Getting Started 
In this study we will approach the Bible not as 66 books that happen to be bound by one cover, 
but as one book.  Like any book, the Bible follows some of the basic rules of literature.  The 
Bible has an introduction, a body and a conclusion.  The introduction is the first eleven 
chapters of Genesis, the body starts with Genesis chapter 12 and runs through Jude, and the 
conclusion is Revelation.   

It is in the introduction that the author will begin to surface the major themes for the 
reader to discover.  One of the keys to the correct interpretation of the Bible is to detect the 
major themes and track how the author develops the themes throughout the book.  It is foolish 
to try to interpret the Bible without some idea of what the major themes are.  Today we will 
look at two of the basic themes which first surface in Genesis 1:28. 

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.’” 

Two of the basic themes of the Bible are stated in this verse.  First, God desires to bless his 
creation (blessing).  Second, in the context of blessing we discover God’s purpose and man’s 
responsibility (purpose/responsibility).  The two themes are restated in Genesis 9:1 and are 
further defined in Genesis 12:1-3.  Before you read Genesis 12, let’s summarize what happens in 
the introduction of the Bible.   

God created the heavens and the earth and all living things, the crown of his creation 
being Adam and Eve.  They sinned and destroyed their relationship with God; God pursued 
them, judged them and the serpent, and he sacrificed animals, revealing that the shedding of 
blood is necessary for the covering of sin.  Man continues to multiply but in so doing continued 
in his rebellion against God to the point that man’s sin was so grievous that God had to judge 
mankind with a flood.  We continue to see God’s redemptive character revealed in delivering 
Noah’s family from the flood.  The generations after Noah continued to reject God’s authority.  
In the land of Shinar the people sought to make a name for themselves by building a city and a 
tower whose top reached to the heavens, in order not to be “scattered over the face of the whole 
earth” (Genesis 11:4), an act of disobedience to God’s first command to fill and subdue the 
earth.  With a catastrophic judgment, God confused their language and “scattered them from 
the over all the earth” (Genesis 11:8).  (God will accomplish his purpose voluntarily or 
involuntarily.)  The result of God’s judgment was the creation of approximately 70 distinct 
family groups listed in Genesis 10.  This is the backdrop from which God calls Abram to leave 
his country and declares his covenant to him. 



  
1 .  Read Genesis  12:1-3.   List  the phrases  that relate to the theme of  
blessing.  

a.   
 
 
  

b.    
 
 
  

c.     

 

 

 
2 .  Write out the two purpose clauses  found in verses  2 and 3 which relate 

to the theme of  God’s  purpose and man’s  responsibil ity.  

a.     
 
 
 

b.     

 

 

 
3 .  The two purpose clauses  reveal  why God has chosen to bless  Abram and 

gives  further definition to the theme of  purpose/responsibil ity.   

a. Why has God blessed Abram? 
 
 
 

b. Who are the families to whom Abram is to be a blessing? 
 
 
 

God continues to confirm his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  In the 
restatements of the covenant, God continues to clarify the theme of blessing and 
purpose/responsibility.  

  
 



 
4 .  Read the following verses  and write down your reflections.   Notice how 

the analogies  are used to communicate Israel ’s  role  in God’s  global  
purpose.  

a. Genesis 22:16-18 
 
 
 

b. Genesis 26:3-5 
 
 
 

c. Genesis 28:14 

 

 

As we journey through the Bible we will discover the parallel nature of the two themes 
of blessing and God’s purpose / man’s responsibility.  The pitfall is failing to keep these 
two themes in their parallel tension.  Our tendency is to see God’s blessings 
disconnected from his purpose.  That perspective will create an egocentric faith. 

  
5.   To make my point answer the following questions:  

a. Why did God part the Red Sea? 
 
 
 

b. Why did God give Solomon wisdom? 
 
 
 

c. Why did God give Israel his commandments? 
 
 
 

d. Why did God deliver Daniel from the lion’s den? 
 
 

e. Finish the following verse from memory.  “Be still…” 

 

Reflect on your answers and determine to which of the two themes your answers relate.  
Put a B next to the answers that relate to the theme of “blessing” and a P next to the 
answers that relate to God’s “purpose”.  To which theme did your answers most relate? 



 
6 .  Meditation 

a. Write down what God has been teaching you through your meditation on Genesis 
12:1-3. 

 

 

 

SELAH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“What are we here for, to have a good time with the Christians or to save sinners?” 

        Malla Moe 



Lesson Three 
God Impacts the Nations as He Blesses His People 

 

Memorize Psalm 46:10 
“How often do we attempt work for God to the limit of our incompetency rather than to the limit of 
God’s omnipotency.”    J. Hudson Taylor 

Getting Started 
In this lesson you will study portions of the Bible that reveal how the two themes of God’s 
blessing and his purpose interface.  As God blessed the people of Israel he would reveal himself 
to the nations and draw Gentiles to himself. 

 
1.   While working through the following passages,  pay attention to how 

both themes are woven together in Bible stories  that you probably know 
well .   Notice how God’s  blessings are used to impact the nations and 
how individuals  respond.   Also,  take some time to reflect  on why you 
think the second theme of  God’s  purpose and man’s  responsibil ity is  
usually  ignored when these stories  are discussed.   Make note of  your 
observations.  

a. Read God’s judgment of Egypt with ten plagues – Exodus 5:1-2; 7:1-5, 17; 8:10, 18-
19; 9:13-17, 29. 
 
 
 

b. Read about the parting of the Red Sea – Joshua 4:23-24; 2:8-11. 
 
 
 

c. Read about the blessing of the commandments and statutes that God gave Israel – 
Deuteronomy 4:5-8. 
 
 
 

d. Read about God blessing Solomon with wisdom – 1 Kings 4:29-34; 10:1-9. 
 
 
 

e. Read about God delivering Daniel from the lions’ den – Daniel 6:16-28. 
 
 
 

f. Read about God blessing Esther and Mordecai – Esther 8:15-18. 



 
2 .  Write down Psalm 46:10.  
 
 
 
 
SELAH 
 
3.  One question that needs to be asked is  whether any of  the Old 

Testament characters  understood both of  these themes?  Did their  
actions or prayers  reveal  their  understanding of  the connection between 
God’s  desire to bless  his  people and his  purpose of  declaring himself  to 
the nations?  Did they understand their  responsibil ity in God’s  global  
purpose?  In the following verses ,  is  there anything that would indicate 
to you that these men understood the two themes that we are studying? 

a. Abraham – Genesis 18:16-33 

1. Why does the Lord consider telling Abraham what he is about to do?      
(vv. 16-19) 
 
 
 

2. Which themes are mentioned? 
 
 
 

3. What is Abraham’s response to the Lord’s announcement of his pending 
judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah? 
 
 
 

4. Abraham’s response indicates his understanding of what theme? 
 
 
 

b. Moses – Numbers 14:11-19 

1. Moses intercedes on behalf of the children of Israel.  The first part of his 
prayer relates to what theme? (vv. 13-16) 
 
 
 

2. In your own words, express what Moses is saying in the first part of his 
intercession. 
 



3. On what theme is the second part of Moses’ prayer based? (17-19) 
 
 
 

c. David – 1 Chronicles 16:7-36.  David proclaims a psalm of thanksgiving after the 
Ark of the Covenant is returned to the city of David.  Throughout this Psalm 
David reveals his understanding of God’s global purpose.  Record the five verses 
that indicate David’s understanding of the theme of God’s global purpose. 

1.   
 
 
   

2.    
 
 
    

3.    
  
 
 

4.     
 
 
 

5.     
 
 
 

d. Solomon – 1 Kings 8:22-43.  After the temple had been completed, Solomon prays 
a prayer of dedication.  Find the portion of the prayer that indicates Solomon’s 
understanding of God’s global purpose and explain what Solomon is asking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4 .  Meditation 

a. Take some time to reflect on what you have discovered in the verses you have 
studied today.  What has the Holy Spirit revealed to you?  Write those insights 
down and consider how you might apply them in your daily walk with Jesus Christ.  
Include the insight from your meditation of Psalm 46:10. 
 
 
 

SELAH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Americans suffer from mono-lingual myopia – a disease of the tongue that affects the vision.” 
         Tom Brewster 



Lesson Four 
The Psalms and Prophets Reveal God’s Heart for the Nations 
 
Memorize: Psalm 67 
 “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”   Jim Elliot 

Getting Started 
We do not worship a tribal deity or the God of a region, a people, or a country.  We worship the 
God of all nations.  This truth is reflected in the Psalms of Israel.  The Psalms reveal God’s heart 
for the nations, God’s call for the nations to worship him, and the declaration of praise among 
the nations by his people. 

 
1.  Take your time and meditate on the following Psalms and write down 

your reflections.   (Hint:  when you see the word “peoples”,  the psalmist  
is  referring to the nations.)  

a. Psalm 2:1-12 
 
 

b. Psalm 22:25-31 
 
 

c. Psalm 57:7-11 
 
 

d. Psalm 66:1-8 
 
 

e. Psalm 72:8-20 
 
 

f. Psalm 87:1-7 
 
 

g. Psalm 96:1-13 
 
 

h. Psalm 98:1-9 
 
 
 

SELAH 
 



 
2 .  The prophets  we continually  proclaiming God’s  desire to be known, 

worshiped,  and served by the nations.   They also revealed the future 
fulfi l lment of  the nations coming to God.   You know the dril l ,  now go 
dig for treasures.  

a. Isaiah 19:18-25 
 
 
 

b. Isaiah 42:6-13 (To begin to understand the full meaning, you need to figure out who is 
Kedar and what is the significance of them glorifying God?) 
 
 
 

c. Isaiah 66:18-21 
 
 
 
 

d. Jeremiah 1:5; 16:19-21 
 
 
 
 

e. Ezekiel 36:16-23 
 
 
 
 

f. Daniel 7:13-14 
 
 
 
 

g. Micah 4:1-3 
 
 
 
 

h. Malachi 1:11, 14 
 
 
 
 



 
3 .   The four lessons that you have completed are in no way exhaustive of  

Old Testament passages that connect with God’s  global  purpose.   Pause 
for a  moment.  

a. Why do you think that most of Israel seemed to miss the connection between 
God’s blessings and his purpose and their responsibility in that purpose? 
 

 
 

b. Have we missed it?  If your answer is yes, why do you think we have missed it? 
 

 
 
Father, release me from the slavery of an egocentric faith, awaken me to the reality that 
Christ’s death on the cross delivered me from the slavery of living for myself.   
(See 2 Corinthians 5:15.) 

 
SELAH 
 
 
4 .  Meditation 

a. What has God been teaching you from Psalm 67?  Take some time and consider 
how God has blessed you. How have you connected his blessings with his desire to 
reach the nations? 

SELAH 
In the next lesson you will begin to study the New Testament, where the focus will be 
on how the themes of blessing and purpose are defined in the person of Jesus Christ.  
He is the incomparable blessing promised to Abram and his children (Israel) and to the 
nations through Abram.  He also clarifies for us God’s global purpose in his life, 
ministry, and teachings. 
 
“The way I see it, we ought to be willing to die.  In the military, we were taught that to obtain our 
objectives we had to be willing to be expendable.  Missionaries must face that same expendability.” 
      Nate Saint (team member with Jim Elliot) 



Lesson Five 
Savior of the World 
 
Memorize John 4:39-42 

“Nobody can force a single soul…to turn to Christ.  All that [we]…can do, is to lift up Christ before 
the world, bring him into dingy corner and dark places of the earth where he is unknown, introduce 
him to strangers, talk about him to everyone, and love so closely with and in him that others may see 
that there really is such a person as Jesus.”   Elizabeth “Betty” Stam 

Getting Started 
One of the greatest challenges Jesus faced in his earthly ministry was to break his disciples of 
their cultural biases.  Even though the Old Testament clearly communicated God’s heart for 
the nations and that the Messiah was also coming to be a light to the nations, most Jews were 
looking for a national savior who would establish his reign among the nations.  The disciples 
were the first echelon in Jesus’ strategy of taking the Gospel to all nations.  Yet his disciples were 
extremely nationalistic in their perspective of who the Messiah was and what he came to do.  
Through his teaching, his ministry to Gentiles, using non-Jews as spiritual object lessons, and 
his mandates, Jesus was intentionally and systematically reshaping their worldview. 

WARNING!  You will be studying verses that you are familiar with.  My natural tendency would 
be to quickly read over the verses I think I know and jot down a few thoughts.  Resist the urge and 
take your time to discover some new insights. 

 
1 .  Read the prophetic statements about the Messiah.   What wil l  he come 

to do and for whom has he come? 

a. Isaiah 9:1-3 (Matthew 4:13-16) 
 
 

b. Isaiah 42:5-7 
 
 
 

c. Isaiah 49:6 
 
 

d. Matthew 4:12-16 
 
 
 

e. Luke 2:25-32 
 
 

JESUS!!!! 
 Savior of the world, not the personal possession of Israel. 



 
2 .   Read:  Luke 4:14-30 

a. From verses 14-15, what is the people’s attitude towards Jesus’ teaching? 
 
 
 

b. From verses 16-19: 
 
 
1. Notice that they handed the book of Isaiah to Jesus, but he intentionally locates 

the passage that he reads.  To what does this prophecy, found in Isaiah 61, 
relate? 
 
 
 

2. Observe!  What does Jesus do after he reads the passage?  What is the people’s 
reaction to his silence? What do you think is going through their minds? 
 
 
 

3. In verse 21 what does Jesus proclaim? 
 
 
 

4. From verse 22, what is the response of the people to what Jesus has just 
proclaimed? 
 
 
 

5. Is their response positive or negative?  Be careful how you answer this.  What 
you have heard in the past might not be accurate. 
 
 
 

6. From verses 23-27, why do you think Jesus made this statement?  After all he 
had them where every preacher wants his audience, in the palm of his hand, so 
to speak. 
 
 
 
Jesus had just proclaimed that he was the Messiah, the one spoken of by the 
prophets, the one for whom generations of Jews has been praying.  He knew 
that they had a nationalistic perspective of the Messiah and that they believed 
the Messiah was coming to be their personal deliverer.  Jesus had not come to be 



the personal possession of Israel, he had come to be Savior of the world.  He 
states that, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown” (Luke 4:24).  It certainly 
seems as if they had welcomed him.  He then gives two illustrations to make his 
point.  He uses two of their prophets to reveal how God had ministered in a 
special way to Gentiles through them. 

 Jesus cut to the heart of their narrow ethnocentric perspective of the 
promised Messiah.  He opened their eyes to the fact that they were not the only 
ones who needed a deliverer.  His proclamation of release of the captives, 
recovery of sight to the blind, and freedom was a message of hope for the Jews 
and the Gentiles. 
 

7. From verses 28-29: What was their response to his explanation? 
 
 
 
One of my favorite statements that I use to shake up people us, “Jesus is not 
your personal Savior”.  We live in a culture where personal means mine.  You 
don’t get a personal pan pizza to share it, or hire a personal trainer to share him, 
and you don’t want everyone using your personal computer.  Now, don’t get me 
wrong, I believe that you must receive Jesus personally and that one of the 
benefits of salvation is that we can have a personal and intimate relationship 
with the living God.  But, Jesus is not our possessive savior, he is “Savior of the 
world”. 
 

 
SELAH 
 
 
3 .  Reflect  and comment on the passages below that declare the global  

perspective of  Jesus’  mission.   Take your time;  there is  more to each of  
these verses  than you might think.  

a. John 3:16-17 
 
 
 

b. John 6:33 
 
 
 

c. John 8:12; 12:45-47 
 
 
 



d. John 12:30-32 
 
 
 

e. 1 John 4:14 
 
 

 
4.  If  Jesus is  Savior of  the world (John 4:42 and 1 John 4:14),  this  means 

that you are a  disciple of  the Savior of  the world.   Begin to think 
through how this  fact  should impact your daily  walk with Christ .  
Example – It means that I should integrate a global perspective in my daily prayer time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 .  Meditation:  

a. What is God teaching you through John 4:39-42? 
 

SELAH 
 
 
 
 

“It may be he has only sent me here to be a stopgap.  Part of a soldier’s duty is to fill gaps, you know.  
One must as willingly be nothing, as something.”   Amy Carmichael 

 



 

Lesson Six 
His Call to the Nations 
 
Memorize: Matthew 28:18-20 

“Shall I tell you what sustained me amidst the toil, the hardship, and the loneliness of my exiled 
life?  It was the promise, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end.”         David Livingstone 

Getting Started 
Early in his ministry Jesus clearly communicated that he was the Messiah and that he had come 
to be the Savior of the world.  Jesus had less than three years to liberate his Jewish disciples from 
their nationalistic cultural biases.  It was vital for the disciples to realize that the gospel of the 
kingdom is for all peoples and that his mandate was to the nations, not to a nation.  Today you 
will continue to study how Jesus awakened his disciples to his global purpose. 

 
1.  As you study the following passages,  notice what is  s ignificant about 

each event,  what Jesus is  conveying,  and who his  audience is .  

a. Jesus’ ministry to non-Jews 

1. Matthew 4:23-25 
 
 
 

2. Matthew 15:21-28.  Be careful how you interpret this event.  In Matthew 15:1-
20, Jesus had just taught on the subject of what is clean and unclean.  Then 
notice where he took the disciples.  Remember what Matthew 4:24 reveals 
about Jesus’ ministry to Gentiles.  In Matthew 15:24, to whom is Jesus 
speaking? 
 
 
 

3. John 4:5-26 
 
 
 

b. Gentiles and Samaritans are used as object lessons by Jesus to shake up the cultural 
bias of the Jews. 

1. Matthew 8:5-13 
 
 
 

2. Luke 10:30-36 



 

3. Luke 17:11-19 
 
 
 

c. Jesus opens the eyes of his disciples to his global purpose through his teaching. 

1. Matthew 5:13-14 
 
 
 

2. Matthew 24:1-14 
 
 
 

3. Luke 13:22-30 

 

 

  
2 .  Call  to the Nations 

After the resurrection, as Jesus moved closer to his ascension to the right hand of the 
Father, he made it clear that his purpose was global and mandates were to catapult his 
followers to the nations.  The following passages are restatements of the Great 
Commission that God gave to Abram found in the purpose clause of Genesis 12:3, 
“And all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

 Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of God blessing the families of the earth 
through Abram (Galatians 3:14).  His mandate to his followers will never be 
understood if their only grasp of the “Great Commission” is gained from Matthew 
28:19-20.  Full understanding is achieved when we study all five of Jesus’ restatements 
of the Great Commission given after the resurrection. 

a. As you study each statement notice the similar and different emphases. 

1. Matthew 28:18-20.  Two hints: The imperative verb is “make disciples”.  
Nations does not mean a political entity or geographical boundary of a country.  
Nations comes from the Greek word “ethne”.  Of whom are we to be making 
disciples? 
 
 
 

2. Mark 16:15-16 
 
 
 



3. Luke 24:44-49 
 
 
 

4. John 20:21-23.  John’s account of Jesus’ restatement of the commission will 
take on a new meaning if you take the time some day to read the gospel of John 
and focus on Jesus’ use of the word “sent” or “send”.  Examples: John 5:36-38; 
6:38-39; 12:44-49. 
 
 
 

5. Acts 1:3-8 
 
 
 

Jesus not only gives us the mission of taking his message to the nations, he also 
empowers us to accomplish it. 

  
b. Taking into consideration the verses you just read, write a summary statement that 

describes Jesus’ global mandate. 

 

 

  
3 .  Meditation 

a. What has God taught you through your meditation on Matthew 28:18-20 today? 
 
 

SELAH 
 
 
 

“So today the Holy Ghost, if we would but hear his voice, would call a halt on much of our religious 
activity and even our revival plans…and the beckoning finger of the “Man of Macedonia” would 
call us to the new West which has arisen upon the horizon…”  A. B. Simpson  



Lesson Seven 
To the Ends of the Earth 

 

Memorize: Revelation 7:9-10 
“OBEDIENCE to God’s will is the secret of spiritual knowledge and insight.  It is not willingness to 
know, but willingness to DO (obey) God’s will that brings certainty.”  Eric Liddel 

Getting Started 
The book of Acts takes us on the journey of the church’s obedience to Jesus Christ’s global 
mandate.  It wasn’t immediate obedience, however.  In fact Don Richardson calls it “reluctant 
obedience.”  The disciples were hesitant to move beyond their cultural bias, but God would be 
proactive to thrust the church out to accomplish his purpose voluntarily or involuntarily. 
 
1.  Read:  Acts  2:1-13 

a. What happened when the Holy Spirit rested on the disciples? 
 
 
 

b. What was the significance of the disciples speaking different languages? (Notice the 
different regions represented.) 
 
 
 

c. The church is born at Pentecost.  What are the global implications at its birth? 
 
 
 
 
2 .  Read:  Acts  5:28;  Acts  6:7 

How are the disciples doing in fulfilling Jesus’ instructions in Acts 1:8? 
 
 
 
 
3 .  Read:  Acts  8:1-8 

a. How did God encourage the church to obey his global mandate? 
 
 
 

b. What were the results? 
 



 
4 .  Read:  Acts  4:25 & 26-40;  9:1-9 

At this point how were the disciples doing in getting the “good news” to the Gentiles? 
 
 
 
 
5 .  Read:  Acts  10:1-48 

How did God intervene to accomplish his purpose?  Pay attention to Peter’s and the 
Gentile’s response. 

 
 
 
 
6 .  Read:  Acts  11:19-21 

Notice the continual reluctance to share the message with only Jews.  Why do you 
think it was so difficult to obey Jesus’ global commission? 

 
 
 
 
7 .  Read:  Acts  13:1-3 

a. Think through why this event is so important.  Do you think it is odd that this 
didn’t happen first in the church in Jerusalem? 
 
 
 

b. Do you think there is any significance that the church in Antioch seems to be the 
first church to be proactive in talking to Greeks about Jesus and the Holy Spirit’s 
directing them to be intentional in their missionary efforts? Why? 

 
 
 
 
8 .  As you consider the selected passages you have studied from Acts,  what 

are your observations? 
 
 
 
 
9 .  What correlations do you see between the early church and the church 

in which you are involved? 



 
10.  How can you impact the process  of  your church or fel lowship 

rediscovering their  responsibil ity in Jesus’  global  mandate? 
 
 
 
 
11.  Before we close this  part  of  the study,  I  want to introduce two other 

points  and record your observations.  

a. What is Paul’s understanding of his role in the mission of Christ?  Romans 15:8-21 
 
 
 

b. The Conclusion – In Revelation (the conclusion of the book) the fulfillment of the 
theme of God’s global purpose is unveiled in passages like Revelation 7:9-10, “After 
this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

This passage indicates that God’s promise to Abram is fulfilled.  The question 
of the ages is not whether God’s promise to Abram will be fulfilled or whether the 
making of disciples from all the nations will occur.  The above passage reveals that 
God’s global purpose is accomplished. 

 The question is, which generation of the church will be obedient to the 
mandate of Jesus Christ and participate in completing the task?  And…Will I obey 
his mandate and be strategically involved in his global purpose as I daily walk with 
him? 

 
 
SELAH 
 

The option of ignoring his global purpose is not granted in the Bible.  He presumes 
obedience.  The only unknowns are the details of our future involvement. 
 In lesson two, I opened the study with the concept of studying the Bible as one 
book and searching for the major themes and tracking the development of those themes 
throughout.  During the past six lessons (days) I have tried to guide you through the 
development of the theme that reveals God’s global purpose and how it is connected 
with the theme of God blessing his people.  Believe it or not, this journey has been very 
brief; I can hear the masses saying, “no more!” 

 
 
 
 



 
12.  As you have worked through the study,  l ist  some of  the things that you 

have learned and how you wil l  apply them to your walk with Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Record your thoughts from your meditation on Revelation 7:9-10.  
 
 
 

SELAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We realize it is not the call of needy thousands.  Rather it is the simple intimation of the prophetic 
word that there shall be some from every tribe in his presence in the last day and in our hearts we 
feel that it is pleasing to him that we should interest ourselves in making an opening into the Auca 
prison for Christ.”                 Nate Saint 


